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Synopsis

A predecessor of both the nativist humor of Mark Twain and the exotic adventure stories of
Washington Irving, Herman Melville, and Richard Dana, Royall TerrA¢é -a,¢s The Algerine
Captive is an entertaining romp through eighteenth-century society, a satiric look at a variety of
American types, from the backwoods schoolmaster to the southern gentleman, and a serious
exposAfA® of the horrors of the slave trade. A¢a -A“In stylistic purity and the clarity with which
Tyler investigates and dramatizes American manners,A¢a —A- the critic Jack B. Moore has noted,
The Algerine Captive A¢a -A“stands alone in our earliest fiction.A¢a —As It is also one of the first
attempts by an American novelist to depict the Islamic world, and lays bare a culture clash and
diplomatic quagmire not unlike the one that obtains between the United States and Muslim nations

today.
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Customer Reviews

A¢a —-A“American literature cannot be charged with poverty while it has such valuables [as Royall

Tyler] uninvested in its forgotten repositories.A¢a —AsA¢a —a *Evert A. Duyckinck

A predecessor of both the nativist humor of Mark Twain and the exotic adventure stories of
Washington Irving, Herman Melville, and Richard Dana, Royall Tyler's "The Algerine Captive is an
entertaining romp through eighteenth-century society, a satiric look at a variety of American types,

from the backwoods schoolmaster to the southern gentleman, and a serious expose of the horrors



of the slave trade. "In stylistic purity and the clarity with which Tyler investigates and dramatizes
American manners," the critic Jack B. Moore has noted, "The Algerine Captive "stands alone in our
earliest fiction." It is also one of the first attempts by an American novelist to depict the Islamic
world, and lays bare a culture clash and diplomatic quagmire not unlike the one that obtains

between the United States and Muslim nations today.

Crazy book. To think we were at war with radical Islamic extremists in the 1790s...

| found the book fascinating. | gave it only four stars because it was written ages ago and the style
might not be everyone’s "cup of tea." You will learn some things about Muslim slave trade, that’s for

sure.

The book came in great condition and in good time. The book looked even better than it would if |

had bought it straight from the bookstore.
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